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governors of provinces, lords and gentlemen, together
with sundry good towns and corporations, constitut-
ing the best and soundest part of the realm, swore
to hold together and persevere " until they should
be heaped one upon another in the tomb reserved
for the last Frenchmen fallen in the service of their
God and country." Then followed a list of the
leaders, the Cardinal Charles of Bourbon, " first
Prince of the Blood/* the Dukes of Lorraine and
Guise, "lieutenant generals of the League/' and
the names of the King of Spain and other Catholic
sovereigns.

The King seemed at first disposed to resent this
bold defiance of his authority. Epcrnon, never
wanting in audacity, and who had devoted some of
the money lavished upon him to secure the services
of a considerable body of mercenaries, urged him to
lose no moment in replying to so insolent a challenge,
Montmorency the governor, or rather sovereign, of
Languedoc, was to be surely counted upon in a
struggle against Lorraine and Spain, and would be
followed by the moderate party. For every man
whom his enemies could hope to enlist among the
Swiss, two would hasten to the standard of the King
of France. Nor was it likely that the majority of
the smaller nobles, the country gentry, who had
little to gain by the substitution of the nearer, more
invidious and oppressive authority of a feudal ruler
for that of the Crown, would forget their hereditary
loyalty any more than that the lawyers would aid to
overthrow the monarchy on which their own import-
ance depended. As for the Huguenot gentry and